APPEAL T0 THE SENATE BY THE COMMITTEE
FOR THE FORMATION CF AN INDEPENDENT
GRADUATE STULENT SOCIETY




asons i1opry a S

The Graduate Students are appealing the recommendations of
the Faculty Council for two basic reasons, The first reason is the failure
of the Alma Mater Society to grant the Graduate Students immediate representa-
tion on the Students® Council as recommended by the Faculty Council, The
Graduate Students can only conclude that the present Students® Council is une
willing to eomply with the Faculty Council®s recommendations, The second, and
in the opinion of the Graduate Students the most important reason, is caused
by new information which has been received and which, we feel, warrants
further consideration of the question of the status of the Graduate Student
Society., We refer the Senate’s attention to the letter in Appendix B dated
November 10 (paragraph 3 on pige 2), We strongly feel that in order to parti.
cipate effectively in the proyosed Canadian Association of Graduate Students,
we must have a society which is not an appendage of the Alma Mater Soeclety.

Discussion of Alma Mater Socjcly proposals.

The Alma Mater Society in their brief to ‘he Senate Committee
rested their case on two main prints, In their view there iz no reason why
the proposed Graduate Student Srelety ocould not function within the Alma Mater
Society in a form similar to trat of the Education Undorgraduate Society. The
fact that Graduate Students ar: in goneral teaching members of the staff inva.
lidates this particular analog's In no other school, professional or otherwise,
do students have this unique s:atus,

Their other maor point was the fear of factionalization of stu.
dent government should the Gi:duate Students form a society outside the Alma
Mater Society, We bring the ittention of the Senate to the fact that many uni-
vereities throughout Canadz jave recognized that Graduate Students have a status
different from any other stulents and have allowed the ereation of graduate stue.
dent societies which «xist independently of the undergraduate societies, [Please,

see Appendix A],

Arpendix C is a copy of the proposed constitution of the Graduate
Student Soclety. The Grziuate Students have made provision in this constitution
for close conta:t with tle Alma Mater Society, We refer you to Article V, Sece
tion 2 [peges 23, Appervix C] discussing allocation of finds to the Alma Mater
Society and tec Article V(II, Section 5b (page 5) discussiig one of the duties
of the Advisc'y Committes, The members of this Cormittes would be the official
representatives of the fraduate Student Society at any meatings held by the
Students® Crancil to which they were invited, The Graduate Students would welcome
& similar committee belng formed within the Alma Mater Society to act as the offi.
cial reprosentatives of the Alma Mater Society at those meetings held by the
Executive of the Graduste Student Society.




Since the Graduate Students of the University of Victoria unse
ndmously desire to form an autonomous Graduate Student Society, the Graduate
Students respectfully suggest that the Senate make the following recommendations
which would be effective either immediately or, at the latest, by the end of the
present academic year(#); .

(1) That in view of the status of the Graduate Students in
the academic commnity, the Graduate Students be allowed to form their own sociew
1y independent of the Alma Mater Society and as outlined in the proposed constie
tution of the Graduate Students,

~ (2) That since no other group of students, professiocnsl or
otherwise, have this status, all students of professionsl schocls form societies
affiliated to the Alma Mater Society,

Concluai.gg,

We hope we have shown the Senate that st the university level
there can be peaceful and profitable cosxistence between two societies not direce
tly attached, At a national level all indications are that after March 1967
there will be two separate organizations in Canada, one to represent Graduate
Students only and the other to represent the Undergraduate Students, These orw
ganizations will exist under the same degree of independence and interdependence
as the Graduate Student Society at the University of Victoria as envisaged by
the Graduate Students, At no time have the organigers of the Canadian Association
of Graduate Students indicated opposition from the present Canadian Union of Stue
dents, At no time have the organizers meet with the frustrations which have ocone
tinually been placed in the way of the Graduate Students at Victoria, Indications
are that at those universities where graduate societies are affiliated to undere
graduate societies the administrations are being asked by the Graduate Students
to change this situation, Meanwhile, the Graduate Students at the University of
Victoria are faced with the possibility of having any policy statements they
make to the Canadian Association of Graduate Students® conference, next March,
subject to ratification by the Alma Mater Society, The Senate, we are sure,
will understand the impracticability of this position, For these reasons, the
Graduate Students hopé & fewovrable decision will be given,

Respectfully submitted,

The Cormittee for the Formation of an
Independent Graduate Student Society,

Victoria, November 20, 1966,

(%) In order to be adequately represented at the Canaiian Union of Graduate
Students® confer-nce, This conference will be held on March 16, 1967,
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FOLL OF FACULTY

July 28, 1966

Number polled by mails 250 - Number answerings 63.

In favor of an independent { Opposed to an independent | No opinion,

Graduate Student Society, Graduate Student Society.
33 1 19
(52.4%) (17.5%) (30a1%)

POLL OF UNIVERSITIES

July 28, 1966

Number polled by mails 42 - Number answering: 22,

Having an independent Having a dependent Others,

Graduate Student Soclety, Graduate Student Soclety,
9 8 5
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The Unipersity of Western Ontaria

SOCIETY OF GRADUATE STUDENTS

LONDON, CANADA

September 23rd, 1966

Mr. P.A. Coughlan,

c/o Department of Physics,
University of Victoria,
VICTORIA, B.C.

Dear Mr. Coughlan:

In July of this year the Society of Graduate Students
sent a proposal to you in which we suggested the formation of a
Canadian Union of Graduate Students.

Our executive has now approved a general plan for a
founding conference since the initial response from other univer-
sities has been encouraging.

This conference will be held at the University of
Western Ontario on March 16th, 17th and 18th, 1967.

In order to help finance this venture, we are applying
to the Canadian Centennial Commission Youth Travel Program forx
Voluntary Agencies for assistance for travelling delegates as
well as accommodation expenses. It looks as if our conference is
just the sort of thing they are looking for in 1967. ~

If financial'help is not forthcoming, travelling ex-
penses will have to be borne by the individual graduate organiza~
tions.

With this plan in mind, we would very much appreciate
hearing your views on this conference before October 15th and
whether or not you would consider sending delegates.

In the meantime, a group from our Society and other
nearby universities will be drafting resolutions and a constitu-
tion, both of which you will receive in early November. Amend-
ments and new proposals will be ‘considered until January 15th,
1967 from all graduate organizations. All those received will
be redistributed to all organlzatlons and these w111 be working
drafts for the conference. |




Page 2

The Society of Graduate Students i1s particularly
interested in a concerted action in connection with the problem
of financial support of graduate students. You already should
have a copy of last year's Needs and Means Report. We are
planning another follow-up survey to be made at registration
this year.

Problems with university government are particularly
acute here at Western and we wonder if some time at the con-
- ference might be profitably spent in discussions of the graduate
student's role in this field, as well as a generalized look at -
graduate contribution to university life.

We have been approached in the last year by other
nearby graduate organizations to form an inter-university
cultural organization through which graduate students in various
fields could meet in inter-disciplinary discussions. This topic
could also be pursued at the conference.

Please let us know if you are interested in such a
conference as soon as possible. Any grant that we may receive is
dependent on a national enthusiasm for the formation of the Cana-
dian Association of Graduate Students.

All my best wishes for your activities in the coming
yeaxr. '

Yours truly,

%‘,Z//&(. (2;/ W %ff {W/

Stewart MclIntyre,
: Acting Chairman,
SMcIl:nx Conference Steering Committee




- The Hnidersity of Western Bntaria

'SOCIETY OF GRADUATE STUDENTS

LONDON, CANADA

November 10, 1966.

Mr. Padraig A, Coughlan,
Chairman,

Graduate Students' Society,
University of Victoria,
VICTORIA, B.C.

~ Dear Mr, Coughlan:

Further to your letter of November 2, Mr. Stewart McIntyre
has asked me to outline the reasons we feel there is a need
for a Canadian Association of Graduate Students (as we now
propose to call it). First and foremost, there is the question
of the financial needs of graduate students. At Western we
have conducted a needs and means survey amongst graduate
students, both this year and last. As a result of this survey
we have recommended that $3,000. be the minimum stipend for a
graduate student for a 12 month period and $2,000, for an 8
month period. This stipend would be in the form of a grant,
research assistantship, demonstratorship, lectureship or some
combination of these. In the years surveyed (1965=-66 and
1966=67) only 50% of those filling out questionnaires received
$3,000. or more for 12 months or $2,000. or more for 8 months.
If Western alone petitioned the Provincial and Federal governw
ments for increased stipends, we would be just a voice crying
- in the wilderness. However, a unified plea from all the
graduate student organizations across Canada would carry a
great deal more weight and would be more likely to succeed.

A second important area of graduate student interest and
concern is that of univerxsity gmjrermunt and the setting of

o ‘ o e ‘ :
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Mr. P.A. Coughuian “2e | November 10, 1966
H .

academic policy. While undergraduate students share this
concern to a certain extent, it is the graduate student who

is directly concerned since he is the professor of tomorrow
and decisions reached now in this area are going to effect him
directly in the future. These decisions also affect all
students, graduate and undergraduate alike, in that the setting
of academic policy decides how one's degree is regarded out=
side one's particular university, in the business community
and in the academic community at large. Therefore, we feel
‘that it is desirable for all graduate students across Canada
(through thelr respective graduate student organizations) to
formulate a policy on these matters.

A third, and somewhat more nebulous, area is that of
"cultural exchange'". By this we mean promoting the exchange of
ideas, primarily, between the graduate student organizations of
the various campuses. This could involve an exchange of
programme material, cross=Canada lecture tours, exchange of
students in the summer months and so on.

As for the reasons for having C.A.G.S. as well as C.U.S.,
these are relatively straightforward. Atp present, graduate
students, per se, are not represented on C.U.S. and, therefore,
the above concerns, which are primarily those of graduate
students, are not being heard and acted upon. C.A.G.S. is not
designed to supersede C.U.S. but to compliment it and, in fact,
we are hoping for C.U.S. support, both moral and monetary, in
founding C.A.G.S. This, then, is the primary reason for an
autonomous association of graduate student organizations oute
side of, but in close liaison with, C,U.S. =« to represent the
needs and concerns of graduate students, which differ markedly
from those of undergraduate students and which are not being
represented within C.U.S., at a national level. The same
argument holds as a reason for having an autonomous graduate
student organization at the university level, outside of but
in close liaison with, the respective students* council,

We hope this letter will answer most of your questions
but if you have any further enquiries, we w111 be happy to
. answer them, _

y

. Bnolosed is a'copy of our cbnnfituticn for your files.

. o
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Mr. P.A. Coughlan =3 : November 10, 1966

All the best in.your attempts to form an independent
graduate organigation. -

Yours sincerely,

2 ﬁ)
John Pattexson,
Member,
3.0.9.3. - COA‘GQSO Conference
' o L Committee,
Bnee - 00
\\ . ' }
‘,- e
. . A
‘ S
f. !
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CONSTITUTICN OF THE GRADUATE STUDENT SOCIETY OF THE UNIVERSITY OF VICTORIA

ARTICLE I &« NAME

This society shall be knewn as the Graduate Student Socliety of the
University of Victoria (hereafter referred to as the Socisty),

ARTICLE 11 « PURPOSE

Subject to the provisions of the Universities Act Being Chapter 52
of the statutes of the British Columbia 1963, the purposes of the Society shall
bes

Section 1. To reprecent the Graduate Student Body in all matters nortinent
to tho welfare of it as a unit or any of the individuels comprising

that Body.

Section 2, To act as a liaison between the Graduate Student Body and the Faculty
and Administration,

Section 3, To promote social, cultural, intellectual and recrestional activities
among the Graduate Students,

Section 3. To provide a communicative link with the Alma Mater Soclety of the

University of Victoria and also with the Graduate Students of other
universities,

AXTICLE 111 . MEMBERSHIP

The Socliety shall be composed of honorary members, active members and
associate members,

Section 1, Honorary membership in the Society 1s pranted for lifetime of the
recipient and applies to the following categories;

(a) The Chancellor of the University of Vietoria,

(b) The President of the Universily of Victoria who shall be
the Honorary President of the Society,

(¢) The Head of the School of Graduate Studies of the Universie
ty of Victoria,

(d) Others whom the Society may wish to honour for outstanding
service,

Section 2. Active membership in the Society is opened to all persons registered
in the School of Graduate Studies at the University of Victoria,




Section 3, Associate membershrip in the Society.

(&) The tenure of associate membership in the Socletly shall
be desmed valid only so long ac the recipient meet the
requiremonts set out under Art cle III, Section 3 (b).

(b) Associate membership in the Society shall consist of the
following categories;

(1) Spouses of the active members,

(314) Visgitors to the University of Viectoria who are
enrolled in Graduate Studies at other universi.
ties.

(i1:) Others, outside the School of Graduate Studies,
at the discretion of the Society,

Section §, The annual fess of admission to the Soclety are paysble by sctive melte
ber. st the time of registration,

ARTICLE 1V - ORGANIZATION

Section 1, The officers of the Socisty shall consist of a president, a vicew
‘ president, & secretary and a treasurer,

Section 2, An Advisory Committfee ghall be fermed by the election of two repree
sentatives,

Snetion 3, An Executivs Council shell be formed co: sisting of the officers and
tha members of the Advisory Committes.

ARTICLE ¥« FUNDS

Lo

The funds of the Scciely shall be dispensed at the discrebion of the
Sceiety,
fection L. The funds of the !{nciaty shell consist of the fellowing:

{27 The amuel fees of admission paid by the members,

(b)

P
¥
»

¢ privele sndowments given to the Soclety.

Section 2., 4 grant will e poid %o the Alma Mater Soclety of




ARTICLE VI

Section 1,

Section 2,

Section 3,

Section 4,

Section 5,

Section 6,

Section 7,

Section 8,

ARTICLE VIT

Section 1.

Section 2,

Seetion 3,

the University of Victordag
(a) Once each calendar year,

(b) Tho amount and purposes of the grant will be determined by
the Executive Council of the Society in eollaboration with
the Officers of the Alma Mater Socisty of the University of
Victoria,

« MEETINGS

The Executive Couneil shall meet twice monthly and when called by
the President for administration of business,

The Annual HMeeting of the Society shall be held in the Spring Term
not later than March 15th.

A General Meating shail be held in the Fall Term not later than
October 31st.,

Special Meetings of the Society may be ecalled by the President at his
diseretion and shall be ealled upon petdiion of 104 of the active meme
bers,

There shall be at least seven days notice for any meeting and petition
meetings shall be called within fourteen days of receipt of the peti.
tion,

Quorunm for the Exscutive Council meeiings shall be twoethirds of the
Executive Couneil,

Quorum for General Meelings shall be 15% of the active members,

Rules of Orcer at all meetings of the Socletly shall be as in Robert's
Rules of Order, Revissd,

» ELECTION?

Only active members as defined in the Constitution may vote or hold
an executive position.

The retiring president shall act 2s the electoral officer,
The election of the Executive Council must take place each year during

the first weck in March, The exact date will be determined by the in.
cumbent Executive Council by February th: first of that yesr,




Ssction 4,

Section 5,

Section 6,

Section 7,

Section 8,

whte

Nominating slips will be circulated at least two weeks prior to the
election date, Members may be nominated for the positions of presi.
dent, secretary, treasurer or member of the Advisory Committee, The
nominations, signed by the nominee, mover and seconder, must be sub-
mitted to the election officer no later than seven days prior to

the clection date,

Ballets will be distributed to the Grahiate Studemt Body by the mem.
bers of the Advisory Committee by the dary of the election and must
be returned to same by 5300 p.m, of that day, Members of the Adviso.
ry Committee shall act as scrutineers,

The nominee for president receiving the secvond largest number of votes
will be named vice~president,

The nomirees for member of the Advisory Comm.ttee rsceiving the first
and second largest number of votes will be nimed members of the Advie
sory Comittee,

The newly elected Executive Council shall take office fourteen days
after the election,

ARTICLE VIII « DUTIES

Saction 1.

Saction 2,

The President shallg
(a) Act as the official representative of the Society,

(b) Preside over all meetings of the Executive Council and
the Society,

(¢) Have the power to take any question to the membersiip
for a general vote,

(d) Be an ex~officio member of all committese within the
Society.

(e) Appoint the chairman of all commlttees extept 28 others
wise provided,

{f) PEnforce due cbservance of the Constitution,

(g) Decide all questions of voting procedurs and upervise and
direct the duties of the Executive Council,

(h) Underteke &1l such other duties as usually fall to th.
office of a president of a soelety,

The Vice-President shallg

{a) Preside over all meoting and act as official spokesman




Seation 4.,

Seciion 5

Seevion B,

The

The

1o absenece of the President,
(b) i st the President in the execution of iz dutios,

{¢) 4. .nge for meeting places an'! assist ths Smeretar in
notifying a1l members of meeot:ing, place and time,

Secreto:. shalls
(a) %o accurate record of all mestings of the Sceiety,
(b} Gy out all correspondence for the Society .

{e) I:tcue all notices pertaining to these artieles ard all
formal invitations of behalf of the Sociely,

{d) B¢ signing officer of the Society,

The Treasu:rsr shallg

(a) F: in charge of all finances of the Sociciy.

&

(b) EKoep, ox cause to be kepty, a proper record of the #:rancizl
cperations of the Society,

The Advisory Committes shallg

.
S
s
T

the

{a) E= the llaison betwoen the Gr duate Student Body anc t
trecutive Council by acting i1 an advisory capaeity o
Counedl ,

(b) = the 1liaison between the Executive Council of the Soclety
&£ wi the Students' Council of the Alma Mater Society of the
University of Viectoria,

(e} &ssist the electoral officer as outlined in Artiele VII,
idsetion 5 and in amendment votes as in Article IX,; 3ection

lixecutive Couneil shallg
{2) Function as the governing body of the Society.

(b) Carry ocut the objectives of the Society as outlined iv
Article 1I by planning a comprehensive program,

(c¢) Execute the business of the Society. Motions and resolue
tions in order to be carried require & majority of =zt
Jeast twosthirds of the Counecil,

{d) ippoint Commitlees as necessa: 'y,




ARTICLE IX

Section 1,

Section 2,

Section 3,

Section &,

Section 5,

o

- AMENDMENTS

This Constitution may bs amended only by the active members of the
Society,

A written copy of the proposed amendmert and a ballot will be sent
from the Exscutive Council to each memtar at least seven days
before the date set for the return of the ballots,

The ballots must be returned to the membersz of the Advisory Cow-
mittee by 5:00 pem. of the date set for the returm of the ballots.

All amendments to be carried must be supported by sixty percent
of a quorum,

A proposer amendment must be voited on by the membership on petiti. :
of ten percont of the membership to the Executive Council.




