
GSS Execu)ve Board Acclaimed Candidates 

Chair - Drake Thomas Rushford 

Hello! My name is Drake Rushford and I am running for Chair of 
the University of Victoria’s Graduate Students’ Society. I grew up 
in Minnesota and completed my BA (Honours) in Economics at 
the University of Manitoba before moving to Victoria in August 
2019 to pursue an MA in Economics. I have always been a strong 
advocate for inclusivity and am determined to make this a 
priority within the GSS. 

 As Chair, I will ensure that the GSS is run with inclusivity in mind 
by voicing the concerns of all students. To do this I will:  

• Stand against interna)onal student tui)on hikes 

• Advocate for Co-Op work experience to count toward 
permanent residence for interna)onal students 

• Push the BC Government to con)nue funding the BC Graduate Student Scholarship  

• Advocate for expanding needs-based grants  

• Work toward enhanced mental health resources  

I also plan to further the work of previous GSS Execu)ve Boards in fostering a welcoming environment 
for graduate students. Addi)onally, I will push for financial and environmental sustainability on campus 
and in the Grad House restaurant. 



Director of Finance - Jacob Hunt 

Hello! My name is Jacob Hunt. I am currently pursuing an MA in 
Economics, and my recent research is focused on the effec)veness of 
addi)onal financial educa)on at the high school level on increasing 
personal financial literacy. Given my research interests and educa)onal 
background, I feel that I am a qualified candidate for the Director of 
Finance posi)on as a part of the Graduate Student Society at the 
University of Victoria.  

Assuming the responsibili)es of Director of Finance presents an 
opportunity to u)lize the skills developed while pursuing my Masters 
degree in Economics. My coursework thus far has focuses heavily on 
project and budget assessment, such as cost-benefit analysis and 
understanding the opportunity costs and u)lity associated with each 
poten)al expenditure op)on. Working on the budget and finances of the 
GSS provides an ideal se^ng to apply the theory I have learned in a 
useful, non-par)san se^ng.  

I am eager to become involved with the organiza)on that has helped make my transi)on to the 
University of Victoria and becoming a graduate student as seamless as it has been. I believe that taking 
advantage of my economics background and assuming the responsibili)es of the Director of Finance is 
the most effec)ve way that I can help ensure the con)nued success of the GSS, so that it can con)nue to 
offer the services and assistance that I have felt invaluable in my )me here.  



Director of Communica)ons - Ma)lde Cervantes Navarrete 

To Whom It May Concern:  

I am a MSc student in the Social Dimensions of Health Program. My 
pronouns are she/her. I appreciate the interdisciplinary approach in 
my studies and the opportuni)es that allow me to widen my 
perspec)ves on social determinants of health. Exploring the factors 
that affect health will help to create equal opportuni)es and 
healthier socie)es.  

As an Interna)onal Student and a cis-gender queer woman of 
colour myself, I value diversity and mul)culturalism. However, I am 
also aware of the challenges that affect interna)onal students and 
students with different backgrounds at the University of Victoria 
(UVic). My professional work and outreach approach are framed on 
human rights and social jus)ce values.  

Since my first day at UVic, I have been an ac)ve par)cipant in the GSS. I was the grad rep during my first 
year and par)cipated in the bylaws commiaee, as well as represen)ng the GSS in other commiaees. 
With my past experiences working in communi)es and within the GSS, I consider myself a connector, 
networker, and communicator in co-crea)ng posi)ve change.  

In my two years at UVic, I have seen opportuni)es and challenges in the GSS. I believe that 
communica)on is a key component to achieve GSS goals. Communica)on is a heart, bone, and an 
umbrella to accomplishing tasks and goals. Hence, I look forward to contribu1ng my 1me, skills and 
knowledge as a Director of Communica1ons to collaborate with the execu1ve board and graduate 
students to keep the heart bea1ng healthy, the bones strong, and the umbrella covering every big or li>le 
step as part of the GSS life and evolu1on.  

Respecbully yours,  

Maay Cervantes 



Director of Services - Angélique Rose 

Chères et chers collègues,  

Thank you for your considera)on!  

My name is Angélique and I am a Graduate Student 
Representa)ve at the Graduate Student Society. I am on the 
Events, Communica)ons and Vikes Na)on Commiaees since last 
September, and it has been an outstanding experience. Bringing 
together so many brilliant graduate students at UVic is truly 
mo)va)ng and encouraging. I would love to con)nue to foster 
collabora)on and exchange of ideas, to promote and offer 
special events and workshops within the vibrant graduate 
student community at UVic.  

Last year, I graduated with Dis)nc)on, with a B.A. in Poli)cal 
Science, B.A. in French, and European Studies Concentra)on 
(University of Victoria). Recently I returned from France, and I was happy to apply my academic, ar)s)c 
and personal experience. I studied at the Sorbonne Paris III University, conducted European Studies 
research, and par)cipated in a Fashion Week ac)vi)es in Paris, London and New York. My research field 
is in na)onal iden))es and their impact on social dynamics through project crea)on, advanced 
leadership, poetry in mo)on and aesthe)c experience.  

At the Sorbonne University in Paris, I studied French literature and linguis)cs. This experience allowed 
me to beaer shape and enrich my graduate studies. I have recently submiaed a thesis research 
applica)on to the Social Sciences and Humani)es Research Council and con)nue to pursue the aesthe)c 
and transforma)ve experience direc)on.  

At the University of Victoria, with my brother Antoine, we created and led innova)ve, danceinspired 
workshops and special events (2015-2020). We collaborated with “Explore” (Canadian Federal linguis)c 
exchange program), offering performance workshops en français for more than 100 students who came 
from across Canada to learn French. This project helped us to support and encourage bilingual 
leadership, and I would love to bring more joie de vivre into the Graduate Student Society!  

Thank you for your )me and kind considera)on,  

Avec mes saluta)ons,  

Angélique Rose
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