
Hello GSS members, UVic community members, family, and friends, 

Today, I am writing to you not as a member of our Executive Board or even necessarily as your Executive 
Director, but simply a member of the GSS and of our shared community who has the incredible privilege 
to have a platform from which to speak. 

Over the last month, horrifying, but unsurprising, news has emerged regarding the number of unmarked 
graves around Canada’s 139 Residential Schools. These include, at the time of this writing: 

• 215 children’s remains found in an unmarked graves at Kamloops Indian Residential School 
announced May 2021 

• 104+ children’s remains found in multiple marked and unmarked graves and still being 
investigated at Brandon Indian Residential School announced in June 2021 

• 38 children’s remains found at Regina Indian Industrial School announced in June 2021 
• 35 children’s remains found near Lestock, SK. at the Muscowequan/Touchwood Residential 

School announced in June 2021 
• 751 children’s remains found in multiple marked and unmarked graves at Marieval Indian 

Residential School announce in June 2021 
• 182 children’s remains found in unmarked graves at St. Eugene’s Mission Residential School in 

Cranbrook, B.C 

These numbers do not include those graves found around the United States’ Indian Boarding Schools, 
which are also now being investigated. The number of unmarked graves for children being uncovered 
will continue to grow over the coming weeks, months, and years. 

The locating of these graves should not be called a “discovery” as Indigenous communities around what 
settlers now call Canada have known about these graves since Residential Schools first opened in 1831. 
They knew their children were being buried at schools when their children did not come home and no 
explanation for their death was ever given. Nor is this “a dark chapter of our history” as that implies that 
the children who died in these places are somehow distantly removed from our current contexts. 
Kamloops Indian Residential School closed in 1978. Marieval Indian Residential School operated until 
1997, though the Cowessess Band took over running the school from 1981-1997. I personally believe it 
would be short-sited to believe that no remains for children born in the 1970’s and 80’s will be found in 
these mass graves. These children should have grown up to be my generation’s aunts, uncles, cousins, 
siblings. This is not just something that happened in the 1800s. The genocide of Indigenous Peoples 
across Turtle Island continues to this day though the Sixties and Millennial Scoops, Murdered and 
Missing Indigenous Women and Girls, forced sterilization, lack of clean water, housing and medical care, 
and youth suicides. 

We must acknowledge the intense pain, suffering, and anger the recovery of these bodies invokes for so 
many Indigenous peoples who have been directly and intergenerationally impacted by the legacy of 
Residential Schools and by the ongoing cultural genocide. As an uninvited settler living on Indigenous 
land, I will not pretend for a moment to understand the depths of this loss. If you are struggling with 
colonial trauma right now, please know there are supports being offered by Indigenous communities 
right now. Help is available from the sources who are best equipped to provide it. This may mean 
turning to supports that were not designed by and for white settlers. You can find a list of supports for 
survivors of the Canadian government’s colonial violence below. 

https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/british-columbia/tk-eml%C3%BAps-te-secw%C3%A9pemc-215-children-former-kamloops-indian-residential-school-1.6043778
https://globalnews.ca/news/7947060/manitoba-brandon-first-nation-residential-school-graves/
https://www.ctvnews.ca/canada/residential-school-cemetery-in-regina-turned-into-gathering-site-memorial-for-survivors-1.5467623
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/saskatoon/battlefords-agency-tribal-chiefs-inc-star-blanket-cree-nation-saskatchewan-residential-school-1.6061615
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/2021/06/23/canada-cowessess-residential-school-graves/
https://globalnews.ca/news/7993173/human-remains-residential-school-cranbrook-bc/


If you would like a platform on which to speak to the impacts of colonial violence on yourself, the GSS 
can provide one. Please be in touch with me at gssmgr@uvic.ca if you are interested in sharing your 
story. 

For my fellow settlers, we must take this moment to fully commit ourselves to the Calls to Action from 
the Truth and Reconciliation Commission of Canada (TRC). We need to be aware that before there can 
be any healing, we must first find the truth. The recovery of these children to their home communities 
will in fact be some of the first steps truly taken on Calls to Action 71-76 on Missing Children and Burial 
Information called for by the TRC. As I am sure you have heard many times before, we must also 
educate ourselves about the colonial history of Canada and about the history of the diverse Nations 
across Turtle Island. I encourage you to seek out information not only about the tragedies inflicted upon 
Indigenous peoples, but their strengths, ways of knowing and being. Resources, once again, are below. 

But for today, I have simple ask for all my settler friends, colleagues, and members: we must truly own 
the way in which we have benefitted from colonial violence. Not merely by reciting rote land 
acknowledgements in meetings, but by deeply examining our own lives and revealing the painful truths 
we might find there. I believe true leadership means not asking of others what you would not do 
yourself, so please allow me to start. 

My name is Kyla Turner. My parents are Ken and Carol. I am a loving aunt to a young niece. My family 
has occupied the lands of the Blackfoot Confederacy (Siksika, Kainai, Piikani), the Tsuut’ina, the Îyâxe 
Nakoda Nations, the Métis Nation (Region 3), the Haida, the Lheidli T’enneh, and now the the Songhees, 
Esquimalt and W̱SÁNEĆ peoples as uninvited settlers. Across my family, I am between the second and 
fifth generation uninvited settler. I have not only benefited by my unquestioned rights under the 
Canadian government to occupy this land, but through the accumulation of wealth that has come from 
generations of landowners making claims to Indigenous land. I, unlike Indigenous people living on 
reserves, have the right to own my own home if I can afford it. I benefit every day from white privilege. 
More importantly, for today, I benefit from the removal of children from their home communities as 
part of the Sixties Scoop. 

I have adopted cousins. Two of them are Indigenous children who were removed from their home 
communities at a young age. These cousins are all now in their forties. I do not have all the details of 
how my cousins ended up in the adoption system, nor do I pretend to. I did not grow up being very close 
to most of my cousins. G1 was the exception. After my parents moved to Haida Gwaii, G lived with my 
parents and me for several summers when I was a kid. G taught me to catch frogs in the pond behind 
our house and let my sister and I play “hair salon” with him. He babysat me, mentored me, and cared for 
me. He was, and still is, the best big cousin I could have ever asked for. I love him, and all my cousins, 
with all my heart. I am grateful every day to have had my cousins in my life. 

G and his brother R are remarkable people that I have been lucky to call my family. But I also 
acknowledge that, without the cultural genocide of Indigenous peoples, they would not have been my 
family. The thought of their loss is utterly devastating to me. I do not pretend to know what their home 
communities felt, what their biological parents, and grandparents, and aunts and uncles felt when G and 
R were placed into the adoption system. I don’t know how many little cousins went without someone 

                                                           
1 Name redacted to protect his privacy as my cousins’ relationship with their colonial history is their own and I 
have no right to direct it in any way or jeopardize their privacy. 
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http://trc.ca/assets/pdf/Calls_to_Action_English2.pdf


teaching them to catch frogs or play hair salon because their big cousins taught me instead. I do not yet 
have the words to express everything I feel knowing that I benefitted from those families’ and 
communities’ loss. Nor do I feel like I have the words to truly centre their experiences in this over my 
own. Because as much as this is the story of my family, it is also the story of thousands of Indigenous 
families whose children have been put into Residential Schools, then up for adoption, and now into 
foster care. 

I have had the privilege of working with some Indigenous parents who lost their kids to the foster 
system in my last job. And with many more who were adopted out and otherwise removed from their 
home communities. I have seen the grief a mother feels when her child is removed from her care. And 
today I wish to acknowledge that I have actively participated in the systems that caused that grief. No 
words could ever make that right. But I am sorry. I am sorry for my part in that pain. I wish more than 
anything I could take that pain away. I can’t.  

It took us seven generations to get to the place we find ourselves in today in the long history of 
Canadian colonial violence. It will take us seven generations to heal and recover from it. I can only 
commit to being the first of those generations, and raising the children in my life to do better than I 
have. 

If you are struggling with the impacts of colonial violence and would like to speak to someone who is 
trained to deal with this specific form of trauma, please find below a list of resources. 

• The Indian Residential Schools Crisis Line (1-866-925-4419) is available 24 hours a day for 
anyone experiencing pain or distress as a result of their residential school experience. 

o The Indian Residential School Survivors Society offers services including grief, loss, 
trauma and crisis counselling. Their website is https://www.irsss.ca/ 

• The Kuu-us Crisis Line Society offers 24 hour crisis services through education, prevention and 
intervention. Their website is https://www.kuu-uscrisisline.com/.  

o Kuu-us Adult Crisis Line: 250-723-4050 or 1-800-588-8717 
o Kuu-us Youth Crisis Line: 250-723-2040 or 1-800-588-8717 

• Hope for Wellness Help Line offers immediate mental health counselling and crisis intervention 
by phone or online chat. Call toll-free 1-855-242-3310 or start a confidential chat with a 
counsellor at hopeforwellness.ca 

• Métis Crisis Line is a 24 hour service of Métis Nation British Columbia. Call 1-833-MétisBC (1-
833-638-4722) 

• Tsow-Tun Le Lum Society provides confidential outreach services such as counselling, cultural 
supports and personal wellness programs. Call toll-free 1-888-403-3123 or 
visit www.tsowtunlelum.org 

• Missing and Murdered Indigenous Women and Girls Health Support Services is a national 
program administered in BC by First Nations Health Benefits. Services are available to survivors, 
family members and others who have been affected. Call Health Benefits toll-free 1-855-550-
5454 for more information 

Healing can only happen when the entire community takes part in reconciliation. An essential step 
towards reconciliation is for settlers to gain a greater understanding of Indigenous history that includes 

https://www.irsss.ca/
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not only the impacts of colonialism but the strengths of the diverse Indigenous nations. If you would like 
to learn more about: 

Residential Schools: 

• You can hear and read Residential School Survivors stories at: 
o Legacy of Hope, Where are the Children 
o We Were So Far Away: The Inuit Experience of Residential Schools 
o The Survivors Speak: A Report of the Truth and Reconciliation Commission of Canada 

• You can see fictionalized movies about Residential School like: 
o We Were Children  
o Indian Horse 

• You can find a list of books about Residential School here: 
https://irshdc.ubc.ca/2019/06/26/must-reads/  

The Sixties Scoop: 

• In Our Own Words is an interactive map that hosts survivors’ stories of being removed from 
their home communities and families 

• The Sixties Scoop Explained by CBC includes testimony of survivors of the Scoop 

Murdered and Missing Indigenous Women and Girls (MMIWG): 

• Reclaiming Power and Place: The Final Report for the National Inquiry into MMIWG: The 
National Inquiry’s Final Report reveals that persistent and deliberate human and Indigenous 
rights violations and abuses are the root cause behind Canada’s staggering rates of violence 
against Indigenous women and girls. The report calls for transformative legal and social changes 
to resolve the crisis that has devastated Indigenous communities across the country. 

• The Truth Sharing Podcasts: This series of podcasts visited five Canadian communities to seek out 
and give voice to those who have experienced loss, examine the ways in which those affected are 
trying to heal, and shine a light on those trying to bring about positive change. 

Reconciliation and Indigenous Cultural Knowledge Sharing: 

• UVic’s Office of Indigenous Academic and Community Engagement offers services such as 
Indigenous Cultural Acumen Training, Elder in Residence programs, events and ceremonies. 

• The National Aboriginal History Organization or NAHO is “an internationally recognized 
research, publishing, and collection organization. We aim at promoting understanding of 
Aboriginal cultures, languages, stories, and traditions. Our website aims to connect with 
Aboriginal people and raise awareness about them. We have a priceless collection inclusive of 
audios, videos, films, and photographs of resource materials regarding Aboriginal studies.” 

• Indigenous Canada is a Massively Open Online Course offered by the University of Alberta that 
covers Indigenous history across what is now called Canada. The course is free to audit. 

• Reconciliation Through Indigenous Education is a Massively Open Online Course offered by UBC. 
Their website includes information about the next available session and a short preview of the 
course materials. Students will be introduced to examples of reconciliation and Indigenous 
education in Canada, the U.S. and Australia. The course is free to audit. 

https://legacyofhope.ca/wherearethechildren/stories/
https://legacyofhope.ca/home/exhibitions/we-were-so-far-away-the-inuit-experience-of-residential-schools/
http://www.trc.ca/assets/pdf/Survivors_Speak_English_Web.pdf
https://www.nfb.ca/film/we_were_children/trailer/we_were_children_trailer/
https://www.indianhorse.ca/en/film
https://irshdc.ubc.ca/2019/06/26/must-reads/
http://sixtiesscoop.geoforms.ca/
https://www.cbc.ca/cbcdocspov/features/the-sixties-scoop-explained
https://www.mmiwg-ffada.ca/final-report/
https://www.sacredmmiwg.ca/
https://www.uvic.ca/services/indigenous/
https://www.naho.ca/
https://www.ualberta.ca/admissions-programs/online-courses/indigenous-canada/index.html
https://pdce.educ.ubc.ca/reconciliation/


• UBC’s Learning Circle, hosted by their Faculty of Medicine, offers webinars on a wide range of 
health and wellness topics from Orange Shirt Day to traditional foods and medicines. 

• IndigenEYEZ has both podcasts and videos of their youth programing where you can learn more 
about how education and relationship building can be decolonized and Indigenized. 

• Native Science: What is Traditional Knowledge? discusses traditional ways of knowing and being 
in the Arctic. Please note: Native Science is an American organization based in Alaska and uses 
terminology that may be seen as problematic or racist such as “Native” and “Eskimo.”  

Thank you for taking the time to read this. I look forward to working with every GSS member and UVic 
community member to do better. 

The GSS would like to provide a space for others to share their experiences of colonialism. We are happy 
to foster these conversations and create a special edition of our bulletin if there is interest. Please be in 
touch with me at gssmgr@uvic.ca if you are interested in sharing your story. 

All my relations, 

 

Kyla Turner (she or they) 

Executive Director 

University Of Victoria Graduate Students’ Society 
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