
Hello GSS members, 

 

My name is Bobby Bickley, I'm a grad student and a GRC representative for the department of physics 
and astronomy, where I'm studying the evolution of galaxies in the Universe. I have very much enjoyed 
my time on the council, and as a member of the Bylaw & Policy committee. I've been especially grateful 
for the opportunity to affect change within this organization and (I hope) positively impact the 
experiences of present and future grad students during the pandemic, when it's been so easy to feel 
discouraged about the global situation and uncertain about the future. In coordination with the other 
members of Bylaw and Policy committee and the staff, I'm especially proud to have worked on updating 
our documents to be more inclusive for individuals who may not be able to come to campus. More 
recently, I worked with the committee to help revise and strengthen our code of conduct to protect 
members from discrimination and harassment; I feel this is especially relevant in light of UVic's status as 
a colonial institution, as well as the recent surge in far-right political activity in Victoria and in Canada at 
large. 

I'm hopeful that I will be able to continue my efforts as the Director of Finance for this organization. 
While I don't study finance or manage money as part of my curriculum, I do have relevant experience 
from one of my previous jobs as the Program Director at the campus radio station where I completed 
my undergrad in the US. In that role, I regularly dealt with budgeting for events, as well as planning, 
personnel management, and conflict resolution. Still, I'm certain the nuances of the Director of Finance 
position will be a new challenge, so I plan to coordinate with the staff and other members of the 
executive board to ensure that I oversee the financial operations of the GSS carefully and ethically. 

I am also aware that the Director's position on the executive board will provide opportunities for me to 
act in the interest of graduate students beyond the internal management of funds. At every opportunity, 
and particularly in communication with UVic, I intend to advocate fiercely for improved student housing 
options, graduate student funding consistent with a living wage across all departments, inclusivity, 
equity, on and off-campus student resources, mental health services, and international student 
interests. I also hope that GSS members will feel comfortable contacting me about issues that are 
important to them so that I might continue to learn from others' experiences while in the position. 



 

 


