Template email:
"Dear Mr. Avison,
I am writing to address the review of post-secondary sector sustainability you have been charged to lead. I am a member of the [Your Students' Society name here], which is incorporated under the Universities Act and represents [number of students in your student society] students. I'm writing to ask for the consultation period for this review to be extended and to demand that the terms of reference for this review remove any reference to no new funding for post-secondary institutions (PSIs). Lastly, I'm writing to demand that the 2005 Tuition Limit Policy remain in place and not be altered.
First, I am asking you to extend the consultation period to allow for more consultation with students, faculty and communities. BC's university and college students have the current, on-the-ground, living experiences of our campuses and PSI service models. We are the people best positioned to speak up for future generations of students who will be impacted by this review, as we see the benefits and faults of the current system every day. We should be provided sufficient time for meaningful, impactful consultation.
Second, I demand that the Province remove the provision of "no new funding" from this review. The Province has a mandate to provide accessible, affordable post secondary education. In the last fifty years, Provincial funding has dropped from ~75% of university/college operating budgets to less than 44%. If the Province desires to continue having a majority interest in the public post-secondary sector, they must to provide a majority of the funding for the sector. The Province cannot continue to underfund this sector and place the burden of costs onto students.
Lastly, I demand a formal commitment to keep the 2005 Tuition Limit Policy in place unaltered. Lifting tuition caps risks triggering steep fee increases that could place post-secondary education further out of reach for the province's most vulnerable groups, widening equity gaps. We urge the provincial government to recognize the tuition cap as a crucial tool for maintaining fairness and equitable access to higher education for all.
Thank you,
[your name here]"

